St. William Catholic Church That They May Be One Family Formation

Week Nine Daily Reflections - Theme: Community

Add these scripture verses and quotes about family life to your daily prayer time.
Day 1

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and possessions
and divide them among all according to each one’s need. Every day they devoted themselves to meeting
together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes. They ate their meals with exultation and
sincerity of heart praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.”

Acts 2:44-47

“The pastoral activity of the Church must help everyone to discover and to make good use of the role of the
elderly within the civil and ecclesial community, in particular within the family. In fact, "the life of the aging
helps to clarify a scale of human values; it shows the continuity of generations and marvelously demonstrates
the interdependence of God's people. The elderly often have the charism to bridge generation gaps before they
are made: how many children have found understanding and love in the eyes and words and caresses of the
aging! And how many old people have willingly subscribed to the inspired word that the 'crown of the aged is
their children's children' (Prv. 17:6)!”

Pope St. John Paul I1, Familiaris Consortio#27
Day 2

“Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter; whoever finds one finds a treasure”

Sirach 6:14

“It is important that families attempt to build bonds of solidarity among themselves. This allows them to assist
each other in the educational enterprise: parents are educated by other parents, and children by other
children. Thus a particular tradition of education is created, which draws strength from the character of the
"domestic church" proper to the family.”

Pope St. John Paul II, Letter to Families #16
Day 3

“But he said to them in reply, “Who are my mother and {my} brothers?” And looking around at those seated in
the circle he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. {Forl whoever does the will of God is my brother and
sister and mother.”

Mark 3:33-35

Husband and wife are called to sanctify their married life and to sanctify themselves in it. It would be a serious
mistake if they were to exclude family life from their spiritual development. The marriage union, the care and
education of children, the effort to provide for the needs of the family as well as for its security and
development, the relationships with other persons who make up the community, all these are among the
ordinary human situations that christian couples are called upon to sanctify.

St. Josemaria Escriva, Christ is Passing By #23
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Day 4

“We must consider how to rouse one another to love and good works. We should not stay away from our
assembly, as is the custom of some, but encourage one another, and this all the more as you see the day drawing
near.”

Hebrews 10:24-25

“It must not be forgotten that preparing for future life as a couple is above all the task of the family. To be
sure, only spiritually mature families can adequately assume that responsibility. Hence we should point out the
need for a special solidarity among families ... The institution of the family is strengthened by such expressions
of solidarity, which bring together not only individuals but also communities, with a commitment to pray
together and to seek together the answers to life's essential questions.

Pope St. John Paul I1, Letter to Families #16
Day 5

“For as in one body we have many parts, and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, though many,
are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”

Romans 12:4-5

“A kind look helps us to see beyond our own limitations, to be patient and to cooperate with others, despite
our differences. Loving kindness builds bonds, cultivates relationships, creates new networks of integration
and knits a firm social fabric. In this way, it grows ever stronger, for without a sense of belonging we cannot
sustain a commitment to others; we end up seeking our convenience alone and life in common becomes
impossible.”

Pope Francis, cf. Amoris Laetitia #100
Day 6

“Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. Bless those who persecute {youl, bless and do
not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the same regard for one
another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly; do not be wise in your own estimation.”

Romans 12:13-16

“The fostering of authentic and mature communion between persons within the family is the first and
irreplaceable school of social life, and example and stimulus for the broader community relationships marked
by respect, justice, dialogue and love.

Pope St. John Paul I1, Familiaris Consortio #43
Day 7

“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the
one who sent me.”

John 13:20

“A family includes not only husband and wife, but also the children, and, in different degrees, the grandparents,
other relatives”

St. Josemaria Escriva, Christ is Passing By #27
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